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Primary One

Information Booklet
2023-24
Kilbroney Integrated Primary School
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[image: image6.wmf]A very warm welcome to you all, I am very excited to welcome you to Primary 1 in Kilbroney Integrated Primary School!

We hope you will enjoy your time with us.

[image: image7.wmf]We will keep you up to date about what is happening at school through our school website www.kilbroneyips.org.uk and the SchoolsNI app. 

If you need to speak me regarding your child, please contact me via email and l will endeavour to return your message as soon as possible
We hope this booklet answers any questions that you may have about school.  
Miss Caldwell   – Primary One Teacher
Miss McAteer – Classroom Assistant
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The child
Who is read stories regularly

Who is talked ad listened to

Who has their questions answered

Who knows some nursery rhymes or songs

Who is allowed to help mum, dad. Others

Who has interesting things pointed out to them

Who has played with all sorts of materials, not just toys

Is the child who starts school with the greatest advantages.
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The Northern Ireland Curriculum: Stages in Primary Education

Foundation Stage – Primary 1 and Primary 2

Key Stage 1 – Primary 3 and Primary 4

   Key Stage 2 – Primary 5, 6 and 7
Whole Curriculum Aim 

‘To empower young people to develop their potential and to make informed and responsible choices and decisions throughout their lives.’
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Areas of Learning in the Curriculum
The statutory curriculum in the Foundation Stage and throughout Primary School is set out under 7 Areas of Learning:

• Religious Education
• Language and Literacy 
Talking & Listening, Reading and Writing;

• Mathematics and Numeracy 
Number, Measures, Shape & Space, Sorting and Pattern & Relationships;

• The Arts
Art & Design, Music, Drama;

• The World Around Us
Geography, History and Science & Technology;

• Personal Development and Mutual Understanding - Personal Understanding and Health and Mutual Understanding in the Local and Wider Community;

• Physical Development and Movement – 
Athletics, Dance, Games, Gymnastics.
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Principles Underpinning the Foundation Stage
Young children learn best when learning is interactive, practical and enjoyable for both children and adults.

Children learn best when they:

• are actively involved in practical experiences that encourage creativity;
• have opportunities to be involved in activities based on the things they are interested in;
• are actively involved in planning, reviewing and reflecting on what they have done;

• express themselves by creating images, sounds, movements, structures and stories;

• are involved in challenging play that takes account of their developmental stage and needs and builds on individual interests and experiences;

• work in stimulating environments and have access to a range of resources;

• develop secure relationships with peers and adults;
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• have choice, take risks and gain independence in their learning.
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Primary 1 Class Key Times and Dates
· Primary 1 Induction Day is on 31st August. Children will go home at 12 o’clock. Children are to wear their school uniform. Snack will be provided for all children. Please let us know in advance of any dietary requirements your child may have.

· From your child’s starting date until Friday 8th September, Primary 1 will go home at 12 noon.
· Children should arrive at 8.50am accompanied by a parent. Children will be met outside at the black gate located at the front of the school. 
· From Monday 11th  September children should be collected from 1.45pm. The children will be brought in a line to the gate where they meet in the mornings. Parents are asked to stand outside the main gate. The children will be released to parents upon arrival by the teacher or classroom assistant.
Settling in
We will work closely with you to ensure a smooth transition to Primary One for your child. 

Each child responds differently when starting school.

We will monitor and support each child’s needs. We encourage you to gradually help your child to become more independent when coming into school. 
Uniform
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Boys wear navy trousers or shorts and girls wear navy skirts or pinafores with jade green ‘Kilbroney’ polo shirts, navy sweatshirts, navy/white socks and black shoes.Please put names on all clothing and shoes.
P.E.
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PE uniform consists of navy Kilbroney T-shirt and navy tracksuit/shorts/skort.

A link to purchase the school PE clothes will be online late August/Early September

PE days will be confirmed at the beginning of September– Children can come to school wearing their PE uniform on PE days.
Change of Clothes


All children need a change of underwear/socks and a change of bottoms in a named bag to be kept in school in case of toileting accidents or spillages. 
We will send a note home to inform you if your child has been changed. 
Learning Outdoors 
We will try to take our learning outdoors as much as possible. Please remember to send a pair of wellies into school and always provide a coat.
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Handwriting Policy

The handwriting policy in our school is ‘Continuous Cursive’. You will receive further information on this style of writing in the coming weeks. 

Sickness

If your child is on medication (e.g. antibiotic) or feeling unwell they should remain at home, as rest aids recovery and avoids the spread of infection.  
Please inform the office if your child will be absent.
It is also very important to inform us if your child has any medical conditions.  
If your child has a head injury during school, you will be contacted by telephone.
Staff will apply plasters for cuts if necessary  unless you inform us in writing that you do not give permission.
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Head lice

Please check regularly for head lice.  If your child has head lice, please treat as recommended and notify the school. This will be dealt with in the strictest confidence.

Nuts and Allergies
Our school remains a nut free zone – please check all food before sending to school as there are children with food sensitivities and severe allergies.
Birthday cakes should not be sent into school because of the number of children with food sensitivities and allergies.

Snack / Break time
The school will provide a healthy snack and drink (milk/water) for your child to eat/drink at break time at the cost of £8 per month, made payable in cash at the beginning of each month, not the Parent Pay App.
If your child is taking school lunches from Monday 11th September;

· Please do not send crisps, biscuits, nuts, cereal / fruit bars, smoothies, fruit juices or sugary drinks.

· It is much easier for staff and children if the fruit or vegetables are cut up and put in a small disposable bag that children can open by themselves. 
Dinner and Packed Lunch

Primary One children stay for dinner or packed lunch fromMonday 11th October.  
Children can have school dinner or packed lunch.
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School Dinner

Dinner costs £2.60 each day. This can be paid through the Parent Pay App. Details on how to access the App will be sent to you in September.
A dinner menu is available on the school website and on Parent Pay. 
Changes in routine

*IMPORTANT*
If there is any change in your child’s routine, e.g. they will be collected by a different adult, have dental or medical appointments, please notify the office or send an email. Emails are checked most mornings.
If your address or contact numbers change please keep the school office up to date.

Home Learning

All children in Primary 1 may have an element of online homework to complete during the year.
If you do not have access to any technology at home please notify the school office.

Class responsibility
 Class leaders will be chosen each week and every child will have a turn to adopt this role.

The team ethos is very important in our class. Please encourage good sharing and turn taking at home. I also like to stress the use of good manners. This is very important in our classroom.

Reward Systems

To encourage positive behaviour and reward effort. We usually give out our class bear to go home for the weekend. This bear is given out to someone who has stood out that week for great work, excellent manners, being a good friend etc. 
It will be accompanied by an adventure book that the children can either draw or take a picture and afew short sentences about what you did with the class bear over the weekend and return it to school on Monday.
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Other rewards for achievement are given at the discretion of the teacher.
Star of the Week

Each week one child is chosen as a star for that week for his/her efforts and achievements. He/She will receive a certificate and their photograph appears on the school website.
Photographs

We take photographs and videos to document the learning that is happening in our class and would appreciate it if you could please sign the form giving permission for us to do this. 

These images will be used in class displays and scrapbooks and may be uploaded to the school website.
Invitations

Please do not send party invites into school with your child to give out unless all children in the class are invited. Giving them out at the school gate is preferable so that no individuals are left out and upset. I appreciate your cooperation on this point.

Valuing your child’s work
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The process is as important as the product so please question your child about what they have done in school each day.

Confidence is developed and value attributed to their efforts if you show an interest in their learning journey.
Information from school will be sent home through the SchoolsNI App and the website.
Please check the Primary 1 class page regularly for updates or turn on your notifications

Thank you, 

Miss Caldwell.
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